fir dis 



-3. (New) A method f6r distributing electronic information using a computer network comprising 
the steps of: 

a. receiving fron a consumer a request for a selected item of information; 

b. formulating on e or more offers based on predefined business rule parameters wherein the one 
or more offers are associated with the selected item of information; 

c. providing the one or more offers to the consumer; 

d. receiving a sek ction of one of the offers from the consumer; and 

e. delivering the requested information to the consumer and enabling the consumer to use the 
delivered information in accordance with the selected offer. - 



~4. (New) The methoc 
for the selected item o 



-5. (New) The methoc 
a. for at least one 



b. determining 

c. validating the c 
~6. (New) The method 
when the offer is deter nined 



as in claim 3, further comprising the step of validating the one or more offers 
information requested by the consumer. ~ 

as in claim 4, wherein the validating step further comprises the steps of: 
offer, referencing an electronic contract; 
whether the offer is consistent with the electronic contract; and 
ffer when the offer is consistent with the electronic contract.- 



-7. (New) The methoc 
the offer is determined 



~8. (New) The methojd 
generating rights data 
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as in claim 5, further comprising the step of providing an alternative offer 
to be invalid." 



as in claim 5, further comprising the step of providing a default offer when 
to be invalid.-- 



as in claim 4, wherein the validating step further comprises the step of 
which determine the one or more offers associated with the information 
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9. (New) The method as in clElaim 8, wherein the generating step is performed prior to the delivering 
step and the rights data is delivered together with the requested information.-- 

n claim 8, further comprising the step of providing the rights data to the 



- 1 0. (New) The method as 
consumer in a secure format 



~1 1 . (New) The method as 
data.-- 

"12. (New) The method 



in claim 8, further comprising the step of dynamically updating the rights 



as in claim 3, further comprising the step of executing a financial 



transaction between the cojisumer and a retailer related to the use of the requested information.- 
"13. (New) The method as Jn claim 3, further comprising the step of indicating to a player associated 
with the consumer that the s( ilected item of information may be rendered according to the consumer' s 
request only when said reqiiest is consistent with said selected offer.- 

-14. (New) The method as in claim 3, further comprising the step of verifying the current validity 
of the previously selected of 'ex at a point in time subsequent to the selection of the offer.- 
-15. (New) The method as in claim 3, further comprising the steps of: 

a. receiving a request from the consumer for additional material about the selected item of 
information; and 1 

b. providing additional material about said selected item of information to the consumer.- 
-16. (New) The method as in claim 15, further comprising the step of providing a sample of said 
selected item of information.— 

--17. (New) The method as in ch im 3 , further comprising the step of providing payment alternatives 



about said selected item of info 



imation to the consumer.- 
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-18. (New) The method as 
a. determining whether 



claim 3, further comprising the steps of: 
the consumer has a player; and 



b. providing the consul ler with the player when the consumer does not have the player; and 

c. activating the player 'or the consumer.-- 

"19. (New) The method as ih claim 3, wherein the delivering step is performed after the enabling 
step, at a time designated by the consumer.— 

—20. (New) The method as in claim 3, wherein the delivering step further comprises the step of 
delivering audio information.! 
-21. (New) The method as in claim 3, wherein the delivering step further comprises the step of 
delivering graphical information. - 

-22. (New) The method as iniclaim 3, wherein the delivering step further comprises the step of 
delivering electronic information in a secure format.- 

"23. (New) The method as in ilaim 3, further comprising the step of providing the one or more 
offers to the consumer in a secure format.— 

"24. (New) The method as in claim 3, further comprising the step of monitoring the use by the 
consumer of the delivered inforrnation.— 

"25. (New) The method as in claim 24, wherein the monitoring step further comprises the steps of: 

a. detecting the manner of use of the information previously delivered to the consumer; 

b. determining whether the use is within the scope of the selected offer; and 

c. preventing the use when ttie use is not within the scope of the selected offer.— 



"26. (New) The method as in clai 
is within the scope of the selected 



25, further comprising the step of tracking the use when the use 
offer." 
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-27. (New) The method as in claim 26, further comprising the step of effecting a financial 
transaction according to the tracked use.— 

-28. (New) The me hod as in claim 27, further comprising the step of effecting a financial 
transaction according [to the selected offer. - 

-29. (New) The method as in claim 3, further comprising the step of providing an offer that allows 
the consumer to pay an amount for each instance of use of the information.- 
-30. (New) The methofl as in claim 3, fiirther comprising the step of providing an offer that allows 
the consumer to pay a foe for unlimited use of the information for a period of time.— 
-3 1 . (New) The method ps in claim 3, wherein the step of receiving a request further comprises the 
steps of: 

a. receiving a query Containing one or more search terms from the consumer; 

b. referencing a catalog to determine whether there is any entry containing the one or more 
search terms; 

c. returning to the cohsumer one or more content references corresponding to any entry 
containing the one c r more search terms when such entry is present in the catalog; and 

d. receiving fi-om the consumer a content reference selected by the consumer indicating a 
request for the infor nation identified by the content reference.- 

-32. (New) The method as i i claim 3, fiirther comprising the step of receiving from a content owner 
an electronic contract representing an agreement between the content owner and a retailer.- 
-33. (New) The method as iri claim 3, fiirther comprising the step of receiving from a content owner 
one or more business rules representing conditions for the distribution of selected item of 
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a. determining whetl 



"34. (New) The methodns in claim 3, further comprising the steps of: 

a. receiving a candidate offer from a retailer; 

b. certifying the cane idate offer as a certified offer; and 

c. sending the certifKsd offer to the retailer.- 
"35. (New) The method af in claim 34, further comprising the steps of: 

the candidate offer is consistent with an electronic contract; and 
b. designating the candidate offer as the certified offer when there are no inconsistencies.-- 
"36. (New) The method e s in claim 34, further comprising the steps of: 

a. determining whether the candidate offer is consistent with a business rule; and 

b. designating the ca ididate offer as the certified offer when there are no inconsistencies.- 
"37. (New) The method ak in claim 3, further comprising the steps of: 

a. determining whether there is an offer accompanying the request for the selected item of 
information received from the consumer; and 



b. supplying an offer to 
from the consumer 



b. at a central location, 



the consumer when there is no offer accompanying the request received 



"38. (New) A method for delivering electronic information using a computer network comprising 
the steps of: 

a. sending a content reference from a first consumer to a second consumer; 

receiving from said second consumer a request to render a selected item 
of information identified by the content reference; 
c. determining wheth( r the second consumer is authorized to use the selected item of 



in f o mia tioixy^and — ^ 
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d. at the second cojisnmer, rendering the selected item of information when the second 
consumer is auth )rized to use the selected item of information.-- 



-39. (New) The method 
of information identified 



as in claim 38, further comprising the step of providing the selected item 
by the content reference to the second consumer.— 
40. (New) The method as in claim 38, further comprising the steps of: 

a. providing the second consumer with one or more offers for the selected item of information; 
and 

b. receiving from the ^econd consumer a selection of one of the offers for the selected item of 
information.— 

-41 . (New) The method as in claim 38, wherein the determining step further comprises the steps of: 

a. referencing an offqr associated with the content reference received from the second 
consumer; 

b. verifying the validitjj of the associated offer; and 

c. determining whethertthe request to render is consistent with the associated offer.— 
-42. (New) A system for dismbuting electronic information comprising: 

a. a request input sectioq for receiving a request for a selected item of information from a 
consumer; 

b. an offer formulation sectipn for formulating one or more offers based on predefined business 
rule parameters, wherein ]the one or more offers are associated with the selected item of 
information; 

c. an offer providing section fir providing the one or more offers to the consumer; 

d. a selection input section for receiving a selection of one of the offers from the consimier; and 
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e. a delivery section for dejlivering the requested information to the consumer and enabling the 
consumer to use the delivered information in accordance with the selected offer.-- 
—43. (New) The system as in claim 42, further comprising a validating section for validating the one 
or more offers for the selected item of information requested by the consumer.- 



-44. (New) The system a 



references an electronic contract; determines whether the offer is consistent with the electronic 



contract; and validates the 
—45. (New) The system as 
when the offer is determin 



in claim 43, wherein for at least one offer, the validating section 



—46. (New) The system as 
the offer is determined to 



offer when the offer is consistent with the electronic contract.— 

in claim 44, wherein the validating section provides an alternative offer 



d to be invalid. 



in claim 44, wherein the validating section provides a default offer when 
)e invalid.— 



-47. (New) The system aslin claim 43,, wherein the validating section generates rights data which 
determine the one or more offers associated with the information requested. - 
"48. (New) The system as in claim 47, wherein the validating section generates the rights data prior 
to delivering the requested ^formation and delivers the rights data together with the requested 
information.— 

-49. (New) The system as in cl^im 47, wherein the validating section provides the rights data to the 
consumer in a secure format.— 



-50. (New) The system as in claim 47, wherein the validating section dynamically updates the rights 
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—51. (New) The system as in claim 42, further comprising a transaction processing section for 
executing a financial transaction between the consumer and a retailer related to the use of the 
requested information.— | 

-52. (New) The system as in claim 42, further comprising a player associated with the consumer 
wherein the player renders the selected item of information according to the consumer' s request only 
when said request is consistent with said selected offer.— 

—53. (New) The system aa in claim 43, wherein the validating section verifies the current validity 
of the previously selected offer at a point in time subsequent to the selection of the offer. - 
—54. (New) The system as in claim 42, wherein the request receiving section receives a request 
from the consumer for additional material about the selected item of information; and wherein the 
delivery section provides additional material about said selected item of information to the 
consumer. - 

—55. (New) The system as in\claim 54, wherein the delivery section provides a sample of said 
selected item of information.— 
—56. (New) The system as in cla\m 42, wherein the delivery section provides payment alternatives 
about said selected item of information to the consumer,— 

—57. (New) The system as claim 42, further comprising a registration section which operates to: 

a. determine whether the consumer has a player; and 

b. provide the consumer with tme player when the consumer does not have the player; and 

c. activate the player for the corkumer.— 

—58. (New) The system as in claim 42, wherein the delivery section delivers the requested 
information after enabling the consumer, at a time designated by the consumer.- 
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-59. (New) The system 



-61 . (New) The system 
in a secure fomiat.- 



as in claim 42, wherein the delivery section delivers audio information.— 



60. (New) The system i ls in claim 42, wherein the delivery section delivers graphical information. 



LS in claim 42, wherein the delivery section delivers electronic information 



-62. (New) The system ak in claim 42, wherein the offer formulating section provides the one or 
more offers to the consumer in a secure format.- 



-63. (New) The system as 



in claim 42, further comprising a monitoring section for monitoring the 



use by the consumer of thq delivered information, 
-64. (New) The system as ib claim 63, wherein the monitoring section detects the manner of use of 
the information previously c elivered to the consumer; determines whether the use is within the scope 
of the selected offer; and pre vents the use when the use is not within the scope of the selected offer.- 
-65. (New) The system as n claim 64, further comprising a tracking section for tracking the use 
by the consumer of the requ( ssted information when the use is within the scope of the selected offer.- 
-66. (New) The system as in claim 65, further comprising a transaction processing section for 
effecting a financial transaction according to the tracked use.- 

-67. (New) The system as in claim 66, wherein the transaction processing section effects the 
financial transaction according to the selected offer.— 

-68. (New) The system as im claim 42, wherein the offer formulating section provides an offer that 
allows the consumer to pay an amount for each instance of use of the information.- 
"69. (New) The system as in claim 42, wherein the offer formulating section provides an offer that 
allows the consumer to pay alfee for unlimited use of the information for a period of time.— 
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—70. (New) The system as in claim 42, further comprising a query section which operates to: 

a. receive a query containing one or more search terms from the consumer; 

b. reference a catalog tcl[ determine whether there is any entry containing the one or more search 
terms; 

c. return to the consume* one or more content references corresponding to any entry containing 
the one or more searcli terms when such entry is present in the catalog; and 

d. receive from the consu mer a content reference selected by the consumer indicating a request 
for the information identified by the content reference. - 

aim 42, wherein the offer formulating section utilizes an electronic 
snt between a content owner and a retailer in formulating the one or 



—71. (New) The system as in c 
contact representing an agreem 
more offers.- 



—72. (New) The system as in claim 42, wherein the offer formulating section utilizes one or more 
business rules representing conditions for the distribution of selected item of information in 
formulating the one or more offars.— 

—73. (New) The system as in claim 42, further comprising a certifying section for certifying a 
candidate offer received from a rptailer as a certified offer and sending the certified offer to the 
retailer.— 

—74. (New) The system as in claiVn 73, wherein the certifying section determines whether the 
candidate offer is consistent with an electronic contract and designates the candidate offer as the 
certified offer when there are no inconsistencies. - 
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"75. (New) The system as in claim 73, wherein the certifying section determines whether the 
candidate offer is consistei t with a business rule and designates the candidate offer as the certified 
offer when there are no inconsistencies.— 

-76. (New) The system aslin claim 42, wherein the offer providing section operates to: 

a. determine whether! there is an offer accompanying the request for the selected item of 
information receivefl from the consumer; and 

b. supply an offer to the consumer when there is no offer accompanying the request received 
from the consumer.- 

-77. (New) A system for delivering electronic information from a first location to a second location 
wherein the first location send| to the second location a content reference using a computer network 
comprising: 

a. a central location for redeiving from said second location a request to render a selected item 
of information identified by the content reference; 

b. an authorizing section which receives from the central location an identification of the 
selected item of informat on; determines whether the second location is authorized to use the 
selected item of informati on; and generates an authorization signal when the second location 
is appropriately authorized; and 

receives the authorization signal and renders the selected item of 

i'ocation in accordance with the authorization signal.— 
n 77, further comprising a delivering section for providing the 
fied by the content reference to the second consumer.— 



c. a rendering section whic 
information at the secom 
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-79. (New) The system 
a. an offer pro vidi 
selected item 



ding 



b. a selection inpu 
offers for the se 



-80. (New) The system 



as in claim 11, further comprising: 
section for providing the second consumer with one or more offers for the 
ofjinformation; and 

section for receiving from the second consumer a selection of one of the 
ected item of information.— 



as in claim 77, wherein the monitoring section which operates to: 

a. reference an offdr associated with the content reference received from the second consumer; 

b. verify the validity of the associated offer; and 

c. determine whether the request to render is consistent with the associated offer.- 
readable medium encoded with processing instructions for implementing 
electronic information using a computer network, the method comprising: 

consumer a request for a selected item of information; 



-81. (New) A computer 
a method for distributing 
a. receiving from a 



b. formulating one o r more offers based on predefined business rule parameters wherein the one 
or more offers ar<; associated with the selected item of information; 

c. providing the on(; or more offers to the consumer; 

d. receiving a seleciion of one of the offers from the consumer; and 



e. delivering the rec 



uested information to the consumer and enabling the consumer to use the 



delivered inform; ition in accordance with the selected offer.— 



-82. (New) A computer 
a method for distributing 
a. sending a contend 



readable medium encoded with processing instructions for implementing 
electronic information using a computer network, the method comprising: 
reference from a first consumer to a second consumer; 
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b. at a central locatpn, receiving from said second consumer a request to render a selected item 
of information Identified by the content reference; 

c. determining wiether the second consumer is authorized to use the selected item of 
information; aiid 



d. at the second 



consumer, rendering the selected item of information when the second 
horized to use the selected item of information.- 



consumer is au 

"83. (New) An appa'atus for distributing electronic information using a computer network, 
comprising: 

a. a processor; and 

b. a memory in op- srative connection with the processor for storing the processing instructions 
D:essor to: 

pm a consumer a request for a selected item of information; 

(ii) formulate We or more offers based on predefined business rule parameters wherein 
the one or more offers are associated with the selected item of information; 

(iii) provide thelone or more offers to the consumer; 

(iv) receive a selection of one of the offers from the consxmier; and 

(v) deliver the requested information to the consumer to enable the consumer to use the 
delivered information in accordance with the selected offer. — 



enabling the pro 
(i) 



receive 



"84. (New) An apparatus 



br distributing electronic information using a computer network, 



comprising: 

a piocesso i;^pand~v,_^ 
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